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Great is God’s Faithfulness 
 
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says 
my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” ~ Lamentations 3:21-24 
 

First of all, let me say thank you. Thank you to the trustees for working so hard to make it possible for 
Amanda and me to move into the parsonage. Thank you to all the leaders of Severn United Methodist Church 
who have helped to make my transition into this role as smooth as possible. Thank you to the whole Severn 
UMC family for making us feel so welcome in this congregation. Most of all, thank God for the wonderful op-
portunity to be in ministry in this community. I have much hope that our time in ministry together will be very 
fruitful. 
 

Hope is a funny thing. Many people think that hope is the same as a wish or a dream. They think that hope 
simply means that you want something to happen, not that you think it is going to happen. However, this is not 
the case. Hope is much more than a wish or a dream. Hope is faith in the future. As Christians, we have hope 
that certain things will happen, not just because we want them to happen, but because we have faith that God 
will make them happen. 
 

Lamentations was written during the Babylonian exile, when Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonian Em-
pire and the people of Judah were forced from their land. The author of Lamentations did not have hope that 
things would get better because he just wanted things to get better. Nor did he have hope because it was logical 
to assume that things would get better. He had hope that things would get better because he had faith that God 
is loving, merciful, and faithful. The people of Judah and Israel had seen better times with the Lord, and they 
knew that God’s faithfulness is great. They knew that the God who created the universe and gave them the 
land of Israel would one day make things right. 
 

Today we have hope for the same reasons. We have inherited the Israelites’ witness to our God who is loving, 
merciful, and faithful. We have also inherited the New Testament witness to Jesus Christ, who is the embodi-
ment of God’s love, mercy, and faithfulness. The Holy Spirit continues to move among us today, making these 
characteristics of God real in our lives. This is why we have faith in the future. 
 

My hope for Severn UMC is that our time in ministry together will be fruitful. I have this hope because, 
throughout history, God has strengthened God’s church to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. I also have 
this hope because I have already seen God’s work in the fruitful ministries of this congregation. Whether it is 
CAP, scouting, or the prayer shawl ministry (just to name a few), the people of Severn UMC are devoted to 
using our resources to make this world look a little bit more like the kingdom of God. My hope is that together 
we can continue to spread God’s good news through the ministries we already have, and maybe even add a 
few more. Great is God’s faithfulness! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Pastor Andrew 
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Who’s that in the Pew Next to You (Or in the Pulpit in Front of You)? 
 
We’re featuring Pastor and Mrs. Greenwood in this issue’s family profile. As always, if you would like to sug-
gest your family or another family for spotlighting in a future issue, please e-mail LeahJ@aol.com or leave a 
note in the newsletter box in the church office.  
 
Pastor Andrew is from Somerset, Massachusetts, and Mrs. Greenwood is from Williamstown, Massachusetts. 
Their parents are still in their respective hometowns, which are about 170 miles apart. Pastor Andrew moved 
to DC in 2008 to attend Wesley Theological Seminary, while Mrs. Greenwood moved to DC a year later. Al-
though both from Massachusetts, they didn’t meet until seminary, when they both lived in the dormitory. They 
started dating after they connected at a friend’s birthday party. 
 
When asked about their calls to ministry, Pastor Andrew said that God has been calling him into ordained min-
istry since he was about 11 years old, even though he didn’t know it at the time. That was when he preached 
his very first sermon, on Children’s Sunday in the United Church of Christ congregation in which he grew 
up. However, it took him about ten years of discernment (and running away from God) to recognize that God 
was calling him into ordained ministry.. God is calling Mrs. Greenwood into Christian education. She hopes to 
write Sunday school curriculum or work as a Christian education director in a large church. 
 
Pastor Greenwood’s favorite Bible verse is John 3:16-17 (“For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”). As Pastor Andrew notes, it is im-
portant to remember that God chooses love and salvation over hatred and condemnation. 
 
One of Mrs. Greenwood’s favorite Bible verses is Deuteronomy 31:8 (“The LORD himself goes before you 
and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”) be-
cause it reminds her that God is always with us, even through the times when we don’t believe God is there. 
 
Mrs. Greenwood’s favorite hymns are “Here I Am, Lord” (#593) and “Hymn of Promise” (#707) – just to 
name a few. As a child she would cry whenever she heard “Here I Am” – even the first few notes. She believes 
this was part of God gently guiding her into her calling.  
 
In his spare time, Pastor Greenwood likes to play piano and sing, 
while Mrs. Greenwood enjoys writing, painting watercolors, and 
knitting. Both Greenwoods like to read and listen to music. 
 
When asked for any favorite travel spots, Pastor Andrew re-
sponded “We chose an unusual destination for our honeymoon – 
Amish country. We wanted to go somewhere where we could just 
relax and have a good time. We stayed in a wonderful bed and 
breakfast, took a buggy ride over a covered bridge, and saw some 
beautiful quilts.” 
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Stories Behind the Songs 
 
We’re featuring four favorite hymns of Pastor and Mrs. Greenwood’s in this issue’s “Stories Behind the 
Songs.” If you would like the story behind your favorite hymn included in a future newsletter, please drop a 
note in the newsletter box in the church office or e-mail Leah Sparks at LeahJ@aol.com.  
 
“Amazing Grace”  
 
Words: John Newton, circa 1760-1770   
Music:  William Walker, adapted from the tune “New Britain,” 1835 
 
John Newton began his career as a slave trader in England in the early 1700s. For years he earned a living sell-
ing kidnapped Africans to plantations in the Caribbean and to farms in Europe. After surviving a particularly 
violent storm at sea, Newton underwent a profound religious conversion, exchanging his career as a slave 
trader for that of an Anglican priest. During his years in the priesthood, Newton mentored a young man named 
William Wilberforce, a British politician and devout Christian who led the campaign in Parliament to outlaw 
slavery across the British Empire, resulting in the Slave Trade Act of 1807. “Amazing Grace” was one of 
many hymns written by Newton. It gained widespread popularity in the United States when part of the lyrics 
appeared in the famous anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.   

 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 
Words:  Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864 
Music:   “Dix,” Conrad Kocher, 1838 
 
Cambridge-educated Folliott Pierpoint was 29 years old and a classics schoolmaster when he wrote this hymn 
in celebration of the beauty of the countryside surrounding him. It first appeared in 1864 in a book of poems 
titled “The Sacrifice of Praise.” Pierpoint was a devout Tractarian, a movement that eventually developed into 
Anglo-Catholicism. “For the Beauty of the Earth” is Pierpoint’s most famous hymn. The tune most widely 
used for this hymn is called “Dix,” composed by Conrad Kocher in 1838. 

 
“In the Garden” 
Words and Music: C. Austin Miles, 1912 
 
Former  pharmacist C. Austin Miles authored “In the Garden,” which is one of the most beloved hymns of the 
last century.  According to Miles’ great-granddaughter, the hymn was written in a cold, dreary, leaky basement 
in New Jersey that had no windows, much less any views of a garden. Miles intended the song to be an Easter 
hymn, and the speaker is Mary Magdalene, though this fact was lost over the years as the hymn was popular-
lized by such individuals as evangelist Billy Sunday. Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, and Perry Como recorded 
the song in 1950 and 1958, respectively.  

 
“Lord of the Dance” 
 
Words: Sydney Carter, 1967 
Music: “Simple Gifts,” a famous American Shaker hymn 
 
This widely performed hymn follows the idea of the English carol, “Tomorrow Will Be My Dancing Day.” 
The carol tells the Gospel story of Jesus of Nazareth in the first person, portraying the Lord’s life as a dance. 
Stanza 8, which is traditionally omitted, specifically refers to the Jews as responsible for Christ’s death.  
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Environmental Corner  
 
August is prime vacation time for many families to head to the mountains, the 
city, or the shore. It can be difficult to recycle and do other responsible environ-
mental tasks while away from home. Below are some “eco tips” to help us all 
stay green on our next vacations. Please submit any tips you would like to see in 
print to LeahJ@aol.com for future issues! 
 
1. Turn Off, Shut Down: Before you close the door behind you remember to 
turn down/off the AC, heat, water heater, and all faucets. Close the drapes to 
keep the house cooler/warmer. 
 
2. Plane Sense: Go for electronic plane tickets– no paper, no waste. Get your boarding pass sent to your smart 
phone if you have one. 
 
3. Hotel Service: Let the hotel know that you don’t need to have your linens and towels changed every day. 
 
4. Keep It Short: Keep your showers short to conserve on water just as you (hopefully!) would at home. 
 
5. Turn It Off Here, Too: When leaving hotel or hostel room remember to turn off the AC/heat, lights and 
TV – just like you do at home. 
 
6. Walk Around: In a cities and small towns walk or rent a bike instead of a car. You’ll stay fit and green all 
at once. If two-wheeled or two-legged transport isn’t for you, use public transportation or share taxis. 
 
7. Train Yourself: Use public transportation or share a taxi when in the city. In the countryside, travel by 
buses and trains. 
 
8. Shop Smart: When visiting exotic locales, avoid ”natural” souvenirs such as tortoise shell, ivory or animal 
skins - these animals may have been killed specifically for tourist trade. Instead, buy fair trade and local. 
 
9. Save Paper: Take only the brochures and maps you really need, and pass them on and recycle them. 
 
10. Erase Your Footprint: Offset your travel carbon by spending a few hours or a day of your trip participat-
ing in an environment-friendly activity in your destination. Help with a river cleanup or donate to a local char-
ity to leave your vacation spot even better for the next travelers. 
 

Source: www.greenopolis.com 
 
 
SUMC Holds Blood Drive on August 15                       
 

Did you know that every two seconds someone in the United States needs a blood 
transfusion with more than 38,000 transfusions given across the country every day? 
Did you know that an accident victim may require more than 100 pints of blood? To 
help fill this need, SUMC is sponsoring a blood drive on Monday, August 15, from 
2 to 8 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. Please contact Mike Frederick at (410) 206
-8086 or mikefred53@hotmail.com to schedule your donation. Healthy donors may 
give red cells once every 56 days and platelets as often as once every 7 days (but no 
more than 24 times per year). In general, blood donors must be healthy (i.e., feel  
well and be able to perform normal activities), be at least 17 years old, and weigh at 
least 110 lbs (additional weight requirements exist for all donors 18 and younger). 
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SUMC Welcomes New Pastor Andrew Greenwood! 
 
On July 3, a large crowd at Severn UMC welcomed Pastor Andrew Greenwood and his wife Amanda with a 
presentation of welcome gifts during the worship service followed by a reception in the fellowship hall.  
 
 

During the service Ellen MacAlester led the Boy Scouts in pre-
senting the new pastor and his wife with a scrapbook full of pho-
tos of SUMC members and friends, while the Prayer Shawl 
Group gave the couple two beautiful handmade shawls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Everyone adjourned downstairs following the  
service for a delicious buffet brunch arranged  
by Karen Ganong, Kathy Baker, and others.   

 
 
                                          Among the  
                                    breakfast  
                                  treats were  
                                     fruit-filled  
                                  croissants,  
                                     bagels,  
                                 doughnuts,  
                                   fresh fruit,  
                                     coffee, and  
                                       juice.  
 
 
  

 
                                             Thanks to all those who contributed goodies or helped  
                                             with setup and cleanup to  make this a memorable  
                                             first Sunday for our new pastor and his wife! 
 

 
Pastor Starts New Wednesday Communion Service 
 
Pastor Andrew is starting a new trial communion service on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. in August. The 
service will be a chance to stop and reflect in the midst of a busy week while taking communion with fellow 
members and friends of SUMC. Newcomers are always welcome, so please invite your friends, neighbors, 
and coworkers to join us!  
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SUMC Holds Church Picnic on July 17 
 
Many thanks to Matt Peter for coordinating this year’s SUMC picnic. Despite the heat, many members and 
friends of SUMC turned out for hamburgers, hot dogs, sports, and a water balloon fight! Below is a collage 
of photographs from the picnic.   
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Vacation Bible School Shakes It Up!   
 
VBS was held July 25-28 from 6 to 8 p.m. Many thanks to Sandy Knepp for leading VBS this year, and 
thanks also to our wonderful volunteers. VBS used Cokesbury’s Shake it Up Café Program. Through this kid
-friendly café of chef’s hats and aprons, pots and pans, checkered tablecloths, and chalkboard menus, the 
dozen or so kids explored the Bible as a cookbook of recipes for living out God’s word. Through lessons that 
were easy for kids to apply to their lives today, boys and girls celebrated biblical festivals that revealed in-
gredients for being a follower of  God. Below is a collage of photographs from VBS week.  
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Trivia Question:  Under current United Methodist policy, church appointments are 
made once every year to fill pastoral vacancies. During circuit rider days, how often 
were appointments made?  
 
a. Once every year 
b. Once every two years 
c. Twice a year 
d. Four times a year 
 
(Keep reading…the answer is in here somewhere!) 
 
 

Announcements 
 
Remember Your Tithe 
 

“We give, I believe, out of love and gratitude. I don’t think the Lord wants one dime out of a sense of duty or 
guilt. Quite often we think of it as a financial issue, but at its very heart, giving is really a spiritual issue. And 
so we give out of love. We give out of a deep sense of thanksgiving for all that God has done for us. And we 
give because we really want to make a difference in the world. Our mission is to make disciples for Jesus 
Christ for the transformation  of the world, and a major part of living out that mission is generous giving.”  
 

~ Bishop Lindsey Davis 
 

As you continue to implement your budget for 2011, please remember your tithe to Severn UMC and your 
promise to support the church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness.  
 
New Roof Needed 
 

The Trustees’ plan to replace the roof of the church in its entirety has raised $20,961 of the needed $23,000 
with recent and upcoming fundraisers, as well as a generous $3,000 gift from the Christian Assistance Pro-
gram (CAP), whose food pantry is housed at SUMC. Please prayerfully consider donating to this project 
with donations marked “Roof Fundraiser.” See the poster in the narthex for an update on how we are doing. 
For more information, please contact Ken Parcher or Glenn Metzler. 
 
Check Out the Church Web Site! 
 

Visit the church Web site at http://severnumc.org for a variety of resources, including a calendar of events, 
daily devotional, information about the Boy and Girl Scout troops that meet at SUMC, and details about the 
church’s programs (e.g., missions, education, youth group). Use the “Contact Us” feature to submit sugges-
tions or information for the site. Thanks to Ken Parcher for keeping the Web site updated! 
 
 
Trivia Answer: 
 
 

d. Appointments were made four times per year during American frontier days when circuit-riding preachers 
traveled on horseback from town to town. Although the term “circuit” is not often used today, it represents 
two or more local churches joined together under a single pastor. The churches on a circuit make up a pas-
toral “charge.” When a pastor is assigned to only one local church (e.g., Pastor Greenwood’s assignment to 
SUMC), the church is referred to as a “station.”  
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Children’s Corner 
 
SUMC Kidzone Going Strong!   
 
Sandy Knepp is coordinating Kidzone (SUMC’s children’s church) during wor-
ship each Sunday, but regulations require us to have at least one adult to assist 
Sandy each week. Please consider volunteering regularly or just once in a while 
as your schedule permits. For more information, contact Sandy at 
Sandy@knepptunes.com or (443) 569-1867. 
 
Kidzone has expanded! We now welcome toddlers and infants into the Sunday 
morning children’s church program. Although this is on a trail basis, we hope to 
make this a permanent change for the good of our children.  
 
This spring, we explored the time of Christ after His resurrection and learning how to recognize His voice 
and heed His calling on our lives to share the joy of the Gospel with others in practical ways. We continued 
learning how to follow Christ in our daily lives through June, and in July we learned from the Parables of 
Jesus.  The month of August will be “movie with a message” month during which we’ll see a video and dis-
cuss the biblical message within the movie. 
 
 

News from the Community 
 

Don’t Forget Your CAP Contribution! 
 

The number of Christian Assistance Program (CAP) customers has increased dramatically in recent weeks 
with many new clients who have never before asked for help, including elderly individuals in low-income 
housing. As SUMC CAP representative Carol Aleksei says, “Picture your parents or grandparents needing 
food.” During the month of June, 159 families (equaling 405 individuals) received assistance, and it is ex-
pected that July’s numbers will be much higher. Gifts of canned food, money, and fresh vegetables from the 
garden are always appreciated. Fresh food in particular is a huge treat for CAP’s clients, who rarely eat any-
thing except canned or packaged food.  
 
SUMC collects food for CAP’s food pantry throughout the year with special emphasis placed on the first 
Sunday of each month when our children collect the donated food during the worship service. Although sta-
ples such as cereal, rice, spaghetti, and tuna are welcome at any time, CAP is requesting canned pork and 
beans in August and peanut butter and jelly in September. For more information, speak to Carol Aleksei.   
 
 

Mission Notes 
 

Will You Be Called to Go Out in Mission? 
  
SUMC is involved in mission work at times throughout the year. For example, the Kidzone (aka children’s 
church) program would like to take part in a mission activity this fall. We hope that perhaps someone from 
our congregation may feel called to serve as a mission volunteer or perhaps support missions in a new 
way. In the meantime, be sure to visit the mission resources online at General Board of Global Ministries’ 
volunteers Web site at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/connections/volunteers/. Check the church Web site for the 
latest information (www.severnumc.org). We need help planning mission events, so please contact Pastor 
Andrew if you can assist. 
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Severn United Methodist Church Membership Survey 
 

If you have not already done so, please fill out this survey and place it in the box on the narthex bench. Contact Matt Peter at  
(410) 519-5330 or matthewpeter16@yahoo.com with any questions. 

 

Background Information  

 

Do you attend Church services as often as you would like to?        Yes           No 
 

Would you attend Church services more if the services started at a different time?  If so, what time would you like Church ser-
vices to start?          Yes        No            a.m./p.m.            

 
Church service will always be offered on Sunday mornings.  However, would you attend Church more frequently if, in addition to 
the Sunday service, a service was offered on another day?  If so, what day/time would you like the additional Church service 
held?             day              a.m./p.m.            

 
Have you ever visited the Church’s website at www.severnumc.org?         Yes         No 

 
What is your preferred method of receiving communications from the Church?        e-mail        text-message        telephone 

 
Optional:  Name:  ______________________________ 

 
Strengths, Weaknesses, & Opportunities 

 
Strengths:  Based on your personal experiences and observations while attending SUMC, what do you believe are the main 
strengths of our Sunday Morning Services?  In other words, what are we doing right on Sunday mornings?   
 
1.    ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.    ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Weaknesses:  Based on your personal experiences and observations while attending SUMC, what do you believe are the main 
weaknesses of our Sunday Morning Services?  In other words, what aren’t we getting right on Sunday mornings? 
 
1.    ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Conference says that we should have approximately one hundred people in attendance at Church each week.  How can we 
grow the Church to achieve that goal? 
 
1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What activities, either faith-based (such as bible study) or non faith-based (such as alcoholics anonymous or softball), would you 
like to see the Church offer, sponsor, or coordinate? 
 
1.     ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think can be done to improve communications regarding the Church, Church sponsored activities, and other happen-
ings at the Church? 
 
1.    ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 


